Invisible Armies: French Colonial Soldiers During World War I and Their Absence from History by Anderson, Molly
University of North Dakota 
UND Scholarly Commons 
Arts & Sciences Undergraduate Showcase College of Arts & Sciences 
5-7-2020 
Invisible Armies: French Colonial Soldiers During World War I and 
Their Absence from History 
Molly Anderson 
Follow this and additional works at: https://commons.und.edu/as-showcase 
 Part of the European History Commons, and the Museum Studies Commons 
Recommended Citation 
Anderson, Molly, "Invisible Armies: French Colonial Soldiers During World War I and Their Absence from 
History" (2020). Arts & Sciences Undergraduate Showcase. 1. 
https://commons.und.edu/as-showcase/1 
This Poster is brought to you for free and open access by the College of Arts & Sciences at UND Scholarly 
Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in Arts & Sciences Undergraduate Showcase by an authorized 
administrator of UND Scholarly Commons. For more information, please contact und.commons@library.und.edu. 
  
The Barbaric Savage
Invisible Armies: French Colonial Soldiers During
World War I and Their Absence from History
Molly Anderson
University of North Dakota, Department of History






Quai Branly Museum – 
Jacques Chirac
•Notice how the 




and less in 
control of his 








vulnerable at this 




these groups and 
colonial soldiers 
was a big deal.
Consider the case of Article 4:
–2005: Article 4 forced French 
educators to focus on teaching the 
“positive” aspects of colonialism.
–No event in history is entirely good, 
which should be reflected in how each 
event is remembered. 
–What do we make of a country that 










no regard to 
cultural group or 
time period. 
The building the 
museum is 
housed in has a 
controversial 
colonial history.
The exterior is 







Posters and Propaganda (1914-1918)
How does our understanding of the past 
shape our perception of the world around 
us today? 
France is a case study of racial issues 
that plague democracies worldwide. 
–There are direct parallels between 
French debates about colonialism and 
similar racially charged issues in the 
United States.  
World War I Historical Context
(1914-1918)
France had the 
second largest empire 
in the world during 
this conflict.
Colonial soldiers were 
considered “cannon 
fodder” and likely died 
in higher numbers 
than French soldiers. 
Map from The Story of the Great War, Volume III, 2009. 
Poster by Lucien Jonas, 1917. 
Pay close attention to the physical 
features of these colonial subjects, 
particularly their eyes and their smiles. 
•It is also important to note the pidgen 
French in the captions.  
Left: Postcard. Musée National de l'Histoire de l'Immigration. Right: 
Advertisement. Gallica.
Photographs (1914-1918)
Top: Photograph by Neurdein, n.d.
Bottom: Photograph by Albert Harlingue, 1913. 
French Museums (2006-present)
Top: Photograph by Gerard 
Julien, 2018. Middle: 
Photograph by Ludovic Marin, 
2018. Bottom: Photograph. 
Anadolu Agency, 2019.
National Museum for the 
History of Immigration
Top: Photograph by Thomas Samson, 2016. Bottom: Photograph from 
WANDYCZ Kaisa, 2007. 
I’m extremely grateful to my faculty advisor, Dr. Caroline Campbell, 
for sharing her extensive knowledge on the subject and for her 
incredibly valuable feedback, without which this project would not 
have been possible. 
Alduy, Cécile. “ France’s National Front Is Dead, but Its Politics Are Alive and Well.” Nation, June 20, 2018. Accessed March 9, 2020.
https://www.thenation.com/article/archive/frances-national-front-dead-politics-alive-well/. 
Auslander, Leora, and Thomas C. Holt. “Sambo in Paris: Race and Racism in the Iconography of the Everyday.” In The Color of Liberty: Histories of Race in
France, edited by Sue Peabody and Tyler Stovall, 147-184. Durham: Duke University, 2003.
Fogarty, Richard S. “Race and Empire in French Posters of the Great War.” In Picture This: World War I Posters and Visual Culture, edited by Pearl James,
172-206. Lincoln:  University of Nebraska Press, 2010.
Fogarty, Richard S. Race and War in France: Colonial Subjects in the French Army, 1914–1918. Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2012. 
Ginio, Ruth. “French Officers, African Officers, and the Violent Image of African Colonial Soldiers.” Historical Reflections/Réflexions Historiques 36, no. 2
(Summer 2010): 59-75.
Hargreaves, Alec G. Immigration, Race and Ethnicity in Contemporary France. Abingdon, UK: Routledge, 1995. 
Kimmelman, Michael. “A Heart of Darkness in the City of Light.” New York Times, July 2, 2006.
https://www.nytimes.com/2006/07/02/arts/design/02kimm.html. 
Lebovics, Herman. “Will the Musée du Quai Branly Show France the Way to Postcoloniality?” In Museums in Postcolonial Europe, edited by Dominic
Thomas, 101-114. Abingdon, UK: Routledge, 2013.
Lemaire, Sandrine. “National History and Colonial History: Paralle Histories (1961-2006).” In Colonial Culture in France Since the Revolution, edited by
Pascal Blanchard, Sandrine Lemaire, Nicolas Bancel, and Dominic Thomas. Translated Alexis Pernsteiner, 420-31. Bloomington: Indiana University 
Press, 2014.
“Loi n° 2005-158 du 23 février 2005 portant reconnaissance de la Nation et contribution nationale en faveur des Français rapatriés.” Legifrance.
Accessed March 9, 2020. https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.docidTexte=JORFTEXT000000444898&dateTexte=&categorieLien=id. 
Lunn, Joe. Memoirs of the Maelstrom: A Senegalese Oral History of the First World War. Claremont: David Philip Publishers (Pty) Ltd., 1999. 
Stevens, Mary. “Still the Family Secret? The Representation of Colonialism in the Cité Nationale de l’Histoire de l’Immigration.” In Museums in Postcolonial
Europe, edited by Dominic Thomas, 115-125. Abingdon, UK: Routledge, 2013. 
